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0il slick Update

Press reports indicate Saudi Arabia has closed the
Saffaniyah desalination plant as a preventive measure although
a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
observer who overflew the oil slick today reported that heavy
oil had not blocked the pPlant’s intakes. He also reported
that the slick has not yet extended beyond Ra’s al Ghar and
that most of the heavy oil is within 20 km of the shore. 0il
up ;to a foot deep has accumulated at Ra’s al Gar, according to
Embagsy reporting today. Tests indicate that the oil coming
ashore is buoyant so even oil on the beaches can refloat at
high tide and continue southward. Farther north, a new slick
has appeared at Kuwait’e Mina’ al Ahmadi Sea Island terminal
that could represent drainage from its supply line. 0il also

continues to seep from Iraq’s export terminal at Mina’ Al
Bakr. @ :
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